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Coast to Coral Reefs Environmental Dynamics Lab 
(CCREDL) SPRING 2025 UPDATES 

 

 
CURRENT EVENTS 
 

BTCIS Poster Presentation 
Team takes on the End-of-Semester Winter 
2024 science poster session, with the trio-
poster “Benthic Identification, Sediment 
Analysis, and Oceanographic Mapping at 
Florida Keys Restoration Sites.” ESS projects 
spanning soil, renewable energy, and 
freshwater conductivity excelled during the 
poster session. Initial results indicate: (1) 
strong positive correlation between sediment 
mass (g) and sediment depths (mm) at target 
restoration sites, (2) >60% of Florida Keys reef 
benthos is comprised of algae turfs and 
macroalgae, with gorgonians and zooanthids as the 3rd and 4th most abundant cover categories, 
and (3) NOAA: Mission Iconic Reefs sites, close to the coast, are situated in a prevailing southern 
current, with lower salinity in the spring, summer and fall annually. As a footnote, Dr. Chase won best 
dessert with his “Death by Chocolate Trifle”. 
 

Fieldwork along Florida’s Reef Track 
Back to the reef - Dr. Chase conducted fieldwork in 
collaboration with the Nova Southeastern University 
(NSU) REEFS Lab, funded by 
the State of Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, on algae turf 
sediment dynamics at sites in 
Broward County, FL. These 
reefs represent priority areas, 
with high proximal population 

densities and very low levels of coral cover. Ongoing trips to Florida and 
sample processing will take place Spring/Summer 2025. The question his 
Skidmore students want to know is, “when will Dr. Chase take them to 
Florida already?!?” 
 
Synthesis Research Discussions 
This semester the lab will read and evaluate current publications pertaining to 
each of the student projects and CCREDL grant work - algae turfs, reef 
sediments, and marine science communication. The team will work on 
discussions to identify key knowledge gaps, and present evaluations 
applicable for outreach and conservation objectives. 
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