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Requirements 

 

Political Science Major 

 

 Requirements for a major in political science are ten courses and thirty-three credit 

hours. These courses include: 
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takes this understanding as the basis of our educational efforts. It is in an attempt to 

honor the centrality of the classroom experience that we offer this department policy on 

civility and comportment. 

 As is stated in the Student Handbook, your presence at Skidmore College is contin-

gent upon your acceptance of, and full adherence to, the Skidmore College Honor Code.  

This honor code is distinct from the oath you take when writing a paper or taking an 

exam – it is in fact much more all-encompassing, and much more demanding. 
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 Disruptions in class can be a significant impediment to learning, and no member of 

the Skidmore community—including faculty and students—should tolerate them. Thus 

every student should take responsibility for holding his or her peers and classmates to 

both high academic standards and high standards of civility. If people around you are 

chatting, passing notes or otherwise detracting from the overall quality of YOUR class-

room experience, don’t let them get away with it.  

 Individual faculty members in the Political Science department will determine the 

level of sanctions for disruptive behavior. 

 

 

Academic Advising and Information Resources 

 

The Faculty Advisor 

 Before declaring their major, students must obtain a faculty advisor within the 

department, usually but not necessarily a teacher with whom they have already taken 

courses.  Your advisor is a valuable educational resource.  He or she will provide infor-

mation about academic options and opportunities at the College.  Your advisor's main 

function is to guide you in shaping short- and long-range academic plans, particularly a 

program of studies with intellectual coherence.  Although students are ultimately re-
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 a) The fit between the faculty member's specialization and interests and the 

student's topic  

 b) An assessment of the student's ability, commitment, and preparation for 

undertaking the proposed project 
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Senior Honors Thesis Defense  

1)   Students will defend their theses between April 12 and April 20. The thesis panel 

will consist of the thesis director, the second reader, and the third reader.  

2)  Students will be expected during the thesis defense to perform successfully the fol-

lowing:  

  a)  Provide a summary of their research question, argument, methodology, and find-

ings  

  b)  Provide cogent responses to questions posed by the members of the thesis panel  

3)  At the conclusion of the thesis defense, the members of the panel will convene to 

decide on the grade for the thesis.  The final grade for the thesis will be determined by 

the panel's evaluation of the following:  

  a) The persuasiveness of the written argument  

  b) The quality of the writing  

  c) The student's performance during the thesis defense  

4)  The members of the panel will then meet with the student to convey to him or her 

the final grade for the thesis.  

5)  All students who complete a senior thesis must submit a clean (i.e., without either 

marginal or summary comments), graded, bound copy of their thesis to the Barbara 

McDonough, the Political Science Department’s administrative assistant, by 
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2)  Students in residence at the college seek the approval of an appropriate Political 

Science Department faculty member to direct their thesis.  

3) Students enroll in PL 374:  Senior Thesis Prep. 

Fall of Senior Year  

1)  Students apprise their thesis directors of their intention to proceed with thesis work.  

2)  Students establish, in consultation with their thesis directors, a reading list and set a 

schedule for meetings. 

3)  Students establish a research and writing schedule in consultation with their thesis 

directors. 

4)  Students, in consultation with their thesis directors, choose their second readers. 

5)  Students participate in the Senior Thesis Workshop on the second Friday in Novem-

ber.  

6)  Students enroll in PL 375:  Senior Thesis for the spring semester. 

Winter Break of Senior Year  

Students begin drafting their theses. 

Spring of Senior year  

1)  Students apprise their thesis directors of their intention to proceed with thesis work. 

2)  Thesis directors select their students’ third readers by the end of the first week of 

classes. 

3)  Students submit their completed theses by April 11.  

4)  Students defend their theses between April 12 and April 20.  

5)  Students submit a clean (i.e., without either marginal or summary comments), grad-

ed, bound copy of the thesis to Barbara McDonough, the Political science Department’s 

administrative assistant, by May 1. 

 

 Awards 

 

Each year the Political Science department recognizes academic achievement by award-

ing four academic prizes in May.  
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 The Henry C. Galant Prize:  Established to honor Henry C. Galant, Professor of 

Government, 1954-1986, and awarded to a major who has excelled in the study of 

comparative politics.  Elizabeth Collinsó17 

 The Susan Riley Gunderson '64 Prize: Established by Mr. and Mrs. Neil Riley, and 

awarded to a major in political science for outstanding work in the field of Ameri-

can government.  Luca Mobilia ó17 

 The Erwin L. Levine Prize in Government:  Established to honor Erwin L. Levine, 

Professor of Government, 1961-1988, and awarded to a major in political science 

who has done outstanding work in political theory, preferably in American politi-

cal thought.  



12 

 Many past political science majors have participated in interesting and en-

riching internships.  The following is not an exhaustive list of these experiences, but it 

should be sufficient to give you a sense of the kinds of opportunities available to enter-

prising political science students: 

          The National Constitution Center 

          Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 

          Representative Constance Morella 

          Senator Elizabeth Warren 

          The Saratoga Foundation 
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2) The student's topic is one that is not addressed by any of the department's course 

offerings. 

 



14 

   Course Descriptions 
 

PL 101.    INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  3 

An analysis of United States national government with emphasis on constitutionalism, 

the presidency, Congress, and the judiciary. Reference will also be made to the impact 

of political parties and pressure groups on the contemporary political system. (Fulfills 

social sciences requirement.) C. Mann, K. Zuber,  R. Seyb, B. Turner, 

 

PL 102.    INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY      3 

Study of seminal works in political philosophy. Students will examine texts by thinkers 

such as Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Bacon, Rousseau, Wollstonecraft, 

Marx, Tocqueville, Madison, Jefferson, and Nietzsche in an effort to uncover both clas-

sical and modern answers to enduring human questions. We seek to find, through these 

texts, comprehensive and consistent answers to the question of human happiness and its 

relation to political life, justice, friendship, obligation, regimes, political and moral 

virtue or excellence, science, and religious faith. Students will learn how to read texts 

carefully, to think critically, and to write well. Please note that this course does not ful-

fill any requirements of Skidmoreôs Department of Philosophy.  F. Taylor, N. Taylor  

 

PL 103. INTRO TO COMPARATIVE AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 3 

A survey of the key concepts and principles of comparative politics and international 

relations. Issues covered include state building and state failure; the functioning of dem-

ocratic and non-democratic regimes and the ideologies that support them; the changing 

nature of the international system; the causes of war and search for peace; and the prob-

lems of national and transnational security, such as terrorism, globalization, prolifera-

tion of weapons of mass destruction, and environmental challenges. (Fulfills social 

sciences requirement.) Y. Biberman-Ocakli,  K. Graney, F. Ocakli, A. Vacs 

 

PL 201. PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS   4 

A survey of the tumultuous international political events of the 19th to mid-20th century 

and the big concepts of the period-balance of power, extreme nationalism, diplomacy, 

and international organization. Students explore the causes and effects of the Napoleon-

ic Wars, the 99 Years' Peace, German and Italian unification, the arms race, and the first 

and second world wars with special focus on the League of Nations and the United 

Nations. Students study the Cold War and its thawing following the Cuban Missile 

Crisis when the Soviets and Americans avoided World War III. Reading materials in-

clude Henry Kissinger's Diplomacy and Paul Kennedy's Rise and Fall of the Great Pow-

ers, PL 201 is an essential foundation for advanced study in international relations. 

Prerequisite: PL 103, IA 101, or permission of instructor.   

 

PL 203. COMPARATIVE EUROPEAN POLITICS       3 

A survey of the governmental and political features of France, Germany, the United 

Kingdom, and other European states. Prerequisite: PL101 or 103 or permission of in-

structor. 

 

PL  204. CLASSICAL POLITICAL THOUGHT    3 

Political thought of Plato and Aristotle. This course will treat the character of the politi-

cal thought that Socrates initiated. Consideration will be given to the reasons for the 

original tension between wisdom and politics and to the manner in which theory can 

inform practice. Selected Greek comedies and tragedies, as well as Roman and medie-

val political thought may also be considered. Prerequisite: PL102. F. Taylor, N. Taylor 
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PL 205H.  MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT    3 

Political thought of the Early Modern period to that of the mid nineteenth century. Se-

lected thinkers include Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Tocqueville and Marx. 

Particular emphasis will be placed on the aspirations of classic liberalism and the suc-

cessive criticism these aspirations inspired. Provides foundation for upper division work 

in political theory.  Prerequisite: PL102. F. Taylor, N. Taylor 

 

PL 207. THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS: GLOBAL RISE OF BRICS   4 

An examination of a new breed of global giants, THE BRICS - Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, and South Africa. The BRICS are the main source of economic growth in the 
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PL 219. POLITICAL ECONOMY OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION  3 

An introductory survey of how economics, history, law, and politics together help ex-

plain the growth and development of the European Union over time. The course focuses 

on common institutions and decision-making, internal and external policies, issues of 

national and European identities, and place of Europe in the wider world. (Fulfills social  

sciences requirement)   

PL 222. STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT    4 

The study of state and local government, politics, and policies within the United States 

federal system. Emphasis on connections between government structure, politics, and 

the economy, with special attention to questions of public policy. (Fulfills social scienc-

es requirement) B. Turner 

 

PL 224. CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS    4





18 

PL 239. MIDDLE EASTERN POLITICS       4 

Survey of politics in the broader Middle East region. This course examines the evolu-

tion of the Middle Eastern state system, emergence of different political regimes, causes 

of uneven economic development, and consequences of social and military conflicts. 

Special attention is paid to the role of contending nationalisms, ethnic conflict, revolu-

tionary movements, oil economies, Islamist groups, and civic activism in the region. 

Note(s): (Designated a non-Western culture course.) F. Ocakli  

 

PL 241.    ETHNIC CONFLICT AND THE GLOBAL SYSTEM  4 

An exploration of the major approaches to the study and understanding of ethnic con-

flict and nationalism. Students examine sociobiological and psychological 

"primordialist" theories, realist and instrumentalist approaches, and normative/

ideational explanations. These theoretical approaches will be illustrated through case 

studies, which may include: "troubles" in Northern Ireland; sovereignty movements in 

Quebec and Chechnya; ethnic violence in Indonesia, Nigeria, and the former Soviet 

bloc; indigenous people's movements in Mexico; separatism, racism, and anti-

immigrant violence in Europe; or others. Prerequisite: PL103 or permission of instruc-

tor. (Fulfills social sciences requirement.)    K. Graney 

 

PL 242.    LIBERTY, COMMERCE AND THE MORAL LIFE      3 

An examination of the distinctive understandings of liberty in the midst of the emer-

gence of a new world of commerce in the 18th century. Students will focus on  

the writings of David Hume and Adam Smith comparing their ideas against the back-

drop of other thinkers of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries such as Locke, 

Hobbes, Mandeville, and Rousseau. Students will also judge the debates and disagree-

ments among key figures in modern political philosophy. What are the origins of politi-
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PL 299. PROFESSIONAL INTERNSHIP IN POLITICAL SCIENCE  3 

Internship in government, political, or legal offices for students with appropriate aca-

demic preparation. The intern is required to produce a substantial research paper related 

to the area of the internship, on a topic approved by the faculty sponsor and the on-site 

supervisor. Prerequisite: PL101 or 103 (depending on the area of the internship) and one 

other government course in the area of the internship: American, comparative, or inter-

national. 

 

PL 301. CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AND LAW 4 

An analysis of changes in international politics and law from the Cold War to the pre-

sent. Topics include regional conflict; multilateral peacekeeping; proliferation of weap-

ons of mass destruction; international law; human rights; and the structure, function, 

and role of international organizations and nongovernmental organizations. Students 

actively engage in global problem-solving exercises utilizing theoretical concepts, case 
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PL 315.  IMMIGRATION POLITICS AND POLICY         4 

An examination of immigration and the issues arising from it-the reshaping of cities, 

suburbs and rural areas, and the altering of racial dynamics, labor markets, politics and 

culture in the U.S. Students will address varied topics such as the historical evolution of 

American immigration policy, theories of immigration, the economic costs and benefits 

of immigration, the assimilation of recent immigrants, and the future direction of U.S. 

immigration policy. (Fulfills social sciences requirement) Prerequisite: PL 101. B. Turner 

 

PL 319.WHAT THE UNITED STATES DOES WRONG IN THE WORLD:      VIEWS 

FROM INDIA AND ANSWERS FROM WASHINGTON  4 

Outside the United States, and outside Western Europe, the role of the United States in 

the world is often called "dominant," "hegemonic," "discriminatory," and even "trigger-

happy." One source for this critique is India, a democracy now seeking great power 

status in the world. Many informed Indian strategic thinkers believe that the United 

States will block the rise of new great powers by such means as preventing the interna-

tional movement of high technology. Is there substance to these changes? Can the Unit-

ed States government make a persuasive reply? These are the central issues of the 

course. Prerequisite: PL103 or permission of instructor. (Designated a Cultural Diversi-
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PL 331. STATE AND LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY 4 

An introduction to the concepts, ideas, and strategies employed in the pursuit of state 

and local economic development. We will survey and critically review the range of 

strategies commonly used to improve the economic prospects of neighborhoods, cities, 

and regions, including luring corporations with tax breaks, emulating Silicon Valley, 

promoting high technology, building sports stadiums and prisons, and community de-

velopment. This course will rely heavily on interviews of policymakers and analysis of 

state policies and problems to help students appreciate the importance and complexity 

of economic development policy. A background in economics is not required. Prerequi-

site: PL101 
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PL 338. INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS  4 

An exploration of the techniques and practice of diplomatic negotiations as a peaceful 

http://catalog.skidmore.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=13&coid=25078
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PL 347.  MAKING STATES, BUILDING DEMOCRACIES  4 

Critical analysis of the relations between state-making, national integration, and democ-

http://catalog.skidmore.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=13&coid=25078
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 PL 371. INDEPENDENT STUDY     3 

An opportunity for qualified majors to do special studies in the field of political science 

beyond or outside of the regular departmental offerings. The student's study program is 

supervised by a member of the department. Written work and regular periodic discus-

sion meetings are required. 

 

PL 374.     SENIOR THESIS PREP        3 

Independent research under the direction of a member of the department, undertaken in 

the fall of the senior year by students writing a senior thesis. Students should consult 

departmental guidelines regarding the senior thesis, which specify the expectations for 

this course. 

 

PL 375. SENIOR THESIS      4 

Optional for political science majors. Particularly recommended for majors wishing to 

develop a problem or theme in depth and for those working toward professional careers 

or in preparing for graduate work. The student's work is supervised by a member of the 

department. Individual and, if appropriate, group conferences will be held during the 

term. Written work and regular periodic discussion meetings are required. Proposals for 

the senior thesis must be prepared in consultation with a political science faculty thesis-
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Department of Political Science  

Senior Thesis Questionnaire  

 Students who wish to write a senior thesis must complete this form and 

submit it to their prospective thesis director by June 15 prior to their senior year.1  

Students can place their responses to the questions and prompts either in the spaces 

provided or on an attached sheet.  Students must signify that they agree to comply 

with the “Department of Political Science Senior Thesis Guidelines” by signing and 

dating this form in the spaces provided below.  

1)  What research question would you like to explore? Why would a political scientist 

be interested in this question?  

NB: Your  question should not have an obvious or  an intuitive answer .  If you, for  

example, already know “what you will find,” then you do not have a valid research 

question.  

2)  What prompted you to address this question?  Was it a particular reading or a set 

of readings?  A topic covered in a particular course?  

3)  Which Political Science courses have prepared you to address this question?  

4)  Attach a bibliography consisting of 4-7 books and/or articles that you have read as 

you have developed your research question.  

 

Statement of Consent  

I agree to comply with the “Department of Political Science Senior Thesis Guide-

lines.”  I understand that I am required to participate in The Senior Thesis Workshop 

on the third Friday in November.  I also understand that if I fail to submit my com-

pleted senior honors thesis by April 11, the Political Science Department will not 

recommend me to receive Honors in Political Science at graduation.2 

Print Name_____________________ Signature_______________________ 

Date______________  

  
1
Students planning to graduate in January or August must plan to take PL 374 in the penultimate 

semester (or summer session), before graduation and to take PL 375 in the final semester (or 

session) before graduation.  This questionnaire must be filled out before enrolling in PL 374.  
January graduates must complete ALL senior thesis requirements (including the thesis defense) 

by January 31. August graduates must complete all senior thesis requirements by August 31.  

 
2Students planning to graduate in January or August must also sign here, which commits them to 

completing ALL aspects of the senior honors thesis, including the thesis defense, by January 31 

(for January graduates) or August 31 (for August graduates).  
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The Faculty  
 

 

Yelena Biberman-Ocakli, Assistant Professor  of Political Science 

Degrees:  Ph.D. & M.A., Brown University; M.A., Harvard University; B.A., Wellesley 

College  

Subdiscipline
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Visit us on the web at: 

http://www.skidmore.edu/political_science 

 

now on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/Skidmore.PoliticalScience 


