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Transitional words and phrases 

8#&"&9,"1+&':&#,$$;*<9&transitional words&"1$&=#$%&+'&45(6&.'1%#<&,*1"#$#<&'1&#$(+$(;$#/&
>*$?&*$4,&+*$&1$"%$1&+'&,1'31$##&:1'0&'($&5%$"&@$A,1$##$%&B?&+*$&"=+*'1C&+'&+*$&($A+&
5%$"/&>*=#<&+*$?&*$4,&+'&B=54%&=,&;'*$1$(+&1$4"+5'(#*5,#&.5+*5(&+*$&+$A+/&



!"#$%&'()&*++,#)--.../#0"1+2.'1%#/'13-45(65(32.'1%#-+1"(#5+5'(2.'1%#/*+04&
&

F&
&

&Opposition / Limitation / Contradiction 

>1"(#5+5'("4&,*1"#$#&456$&but<&rather<&"(%&or<&$A,1$##&+*"+&+*$1$&5#&$E5%$(;$&+'&
+*$&contrary&'1&,'5(+&'=+&alternatives<&"(%&+*=#&5(+1'%=;$&"&;*"(3$&5(&+*$&45($&':&
1$"#'(5(3&@contrastC/&

  
although this may be true in contrast 

different from of course ..., but
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first thing to remember most compelling evidence 

must be remembered point often overlooked 

to point out on the positive side 

with this in mind on the negative side 

notably including 

to be sure namely 

chiefly truly 

indeed certainly 

surely markedly 
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&Time / Chronology / Sequence 

>*$#$&+1"(#5+5'("4&.'1%#&@456$&finallyC&*"E$&+*$&:=(;+5'(&':&4505+5(3<&1$#+15;+5(3<&"(%&
%$:5(5(3&time/&>*$?&;"(&B$&=#$%&$5+*$1&"4'($&'1&"#&,"1+&':&adverbial expressions/&

  
at the present time from time to time 

sooner or later at the same time 

up to the present time to begin with 

in due time as soon as 

as long as in the meantime 

in a moment without delay
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List of Transitional Words 

&&

Usage of Transition Words in Essays 
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